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Student: Can | borrow a pencil?

ACTUALLY, "POISONOUS’ MEANS €CHNICA,
HELP HELP TS DEADLY o EAT OR ToucH o He ORRAL, Teacher: | don't know. Can you?
TVE BEEN BITTEN BY "VENOMOUS™ IMEANS IT HAS .
A POISONOUS SNAKE A DEADLY BITE OR STING

Student: Yes. | might add that colloquial
irregularities occur frequently in any
language. Since you and the rest of our
present company understood perfectly
my intended meaning, being particular
about the distinctions between "can"
and "may" is purely pedantic and
arguably pretentious.
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